
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Bulletin 
August 2026 

Trading Hut 
The Trading Hut will be closed 

during August. 
 

Bath Allotment Growers 
Trails and Open Weekend 

15th and 16th August 
 
Celebrate National Allotments 
Week by walking part, or all, of our 
self-guided allotment trails, 
discovering hidden green spaces 
and wildlife sanctuaries along the 
way. Visit our website for trail maps 
and what to look out for. Plus our 
Open Weekend provides the 
opportunity to see beyond the 
allotment gates and engage in a 
range of activities for all the family. 
 

Saturday 15th August: Open 
Allotments North of the river 
We welcome you to join us on 

allotments north and centre of the 
city. See our website for opening 

times and activities. 
 

Sunday 16th August: Open 
Allotments South of the river 

We welcome you to join us on some 
of our allotments south of the river. 
See our website for opening times 

and activities. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In this edition 
 

• Our Allotment Growers Trails and Open 
Weekend 15th and 16th August 

• Time to take another look at the allotment 
rules? 

• Installing your water butt 
• Spotlight on the High Common site 
• Recent events and activities 

 

 

Bath Allotment Growers Trails and Open 
Weekend 15th and 16th August 

 
To mark National Allotments Week Bath Allotments 
Association has put together two self-guided walks, which 
include some of the biggest and smallest allotments in 
Bath. The city’s allotment sites are an important but often 
hidden part of Bath’s productive and biodiverse green 
landscape. Some are over 100 years old. Others began 
when the city’s residents were “digging for victory” in the 
two World Wars. Sites are normally closed to the public but 
some are opening for visitors on the weekend of 15th and 
16th August. Follow the links on the side panel for maps and 
full details of opening times and what’s on at diOerent sites. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://thenas.org.uk/national-allotments-week
https://thenas.org.uk/national-allotments-week
http://www.bathallotments.org/
https://www.bathallotments.org/allotment-growers-open-weekend-and-trail
https://www.bathallotments.org/allotment-growers-open-weekend-and-trail


 

 

  

Time to take another look at the allotment 
rules? 

It is time of year when, following plot inspections, some 
tenants find themselves receiving a letter from the 
Council warning them that they need to improve their 
plots or face eviction.  While we all want to see a fast 
turnaround in the letting of severely neglected and 
abandoned plots, particularly given that there are long 
waiting lists for allotments, letters can come as a 
complete shock to some growers, who have put lots of 
time and eOort into their plots, and can be very 
distressing.   
 
The current allotment rules reflect the context in which 
allotments were created and developed, with strong 
emphasis placed on food production. They give 
prominence to the area of the plot under cultivation and 
the absence of weeds as well as trying to make sure plot-
holders respect each other by keeping paths clear, 
avoiding summer bonfires and so on.  Some tenants, 
however, have other priorities these days. When we look 
around sites it is clear that for some the allotment is 
primarily an outdoor leisure area rather than a growing 
space. For others the priority is leaving areas wild to  
 promote biodiversity. Regenerative approaches that 
favour perennial vegetables or piling weeds into a 
makeshift, mini hugelkultur can make a plot appear 
untidy or neglected relative to the more traditional rows of 
planting. Finding the right balance is, inevitably, very 
diOicult. 
 
Over the next few months, the Association will be seeking 
members views with respect to ‘Allotments of the Future’. 
We would love to hear your opinions so do let us know 
what you think by emailing membership@banes-
allotments.org.uk 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Rescheduled ‘Dealing with 
Pests and Diseases’ 

Workshop 
 
Carol Stone will be holding a 
workshop on 2nd August from 
10.00 to 12.00 on the Ring 
Common site. She will be 
discussing ways of dealing with 
pests and diseases without 
resorting to pesticides and 
chemicals. The event is free to 
BAA members, but places are 
limited so please book here and 
let us know if your plans change 
so that your spot can be oOered 
to someone else. 
 
 
 

 

mailto:https://www.permaculture.co.uk/articles/the-many-benefits-of-hugelkultur/
mailto:membership@banes-allotments.org.uk
mailto:membership@banes-allotments.org.uk
https://www.bathallotments.org/events/tackling-pests-and-diseases-without-resorting-to-chemicals


 

Installing Water Butts 
 In case anyone had any doubts, the recent prolonged 
spell of hot dry weather has highlighted the 
importance of reducing our reliance on mains water 
and increasing the amount of rainwater we capture on 
allotment sites.  It is pleasing that many of our 
members have purchased the water butts that we 
supplied at heavily discounted prices thanks to 
‘WaterMyPlot’ funding. The bad news, however, is that 
we see quite a few of our distinctive water butts 
languishing on plots yet to be connected to a 
rainwater source. 
If you have yet to install your water butt, there is plenty 
of online guidance available explaining what to do. 
Take a look, for example, at some of the following 
sources or just Google ‘installing a water butt’ to find 
more! 
 

 
 
 
How to Guide for Allotments: Water Butt Installation 
Or 
How to install a water butt on a shed 
Alternatively email us at planning@banes-
allotments.org.uk and we will try to put you in touch 
with a member in your area who can oOer advice. 
 

 

 

Water butts still 
waiting to be 
connected!! 

Bath in Bloom 
 
We are delighted that some of our 
members, including some new 
micro-plotters, entered this year’s  
bath in Bloom competition. We 
expect the results to be announced 
shortly. Fingers crossed we have 
some winners. We will keep you 
updated. 

https://www.unitedutilities.com/globalassets/documents/pdf/uu---allotment-how-to-guide.pdf#:~:text=So%2C%20here%20is%20our%20guide,to%20do%20to%20keep%20them
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzx0cYamMYs
mailto:planning@banes-allotments.org.uk
mailto:planning@banes-allotments.org.uk


 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
If, on the other hand, you would prefer to pay someone to 
install the butts for you, you can contact Guy Bardoe, a 
fellow allotmenteer who undertakes this type of work, for a 
quote. Guy can be contacted by email 
guybardoe@hotmail.com or by phone 07593210250. Guy 
will ask for details and photos before he can give an 
estimate of cost. 
 
Failing that or if you have no suitable structure on your plot 
for rainwater capture you could try using a dustbin with 
holes drilled into its upturned lid or the old umbrella 
technique. 
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If all else 
fails, be 
creative 

Open for Entries 
 
The Annual Flower and Produce 
Show held in conjunction with 
Claverton Down Horticultural 
Society is now open for entries. You 
can enter the show online by 
clicking here. The deadline for 
entries is 11.59 p.m. on Wednesday 
2nd September. Or you can bring an 
entry form to Claverton Down 
Community Hall between 6-8 p.m. 
on Wednesday 2nd September. 
 
Why not enter this year! 

A series of linked 
water butts 
beneath a custom-
made structure to 
maximise water 
capture on High 
Common 

mailto:guybardoe@hotmail.com
https://www.clavertonhortsoc.org/
https://www.clavertonhortsoc.org/


 

 

 

Spotlight on High Common 
Bath High Common Allotments is a small sloping site of 
34 plots located on the northern slope of Bath, just 
below Sion Hill. It sits at the top of High Common, just 
above the steeply sloping recreational area used as a 
pitch and putt golf course. 
The Cotswold Way is routed through High Common onto 
Sion Hill and continues north out into open countryside. 
Due to its location near open countryside, the site gets 
visits from deer as well as a wide variety of other native 
animals such as badgers, foxes, rabbits, etc. Due to the 
restrictions on the site, plot-holders have been very 
inventive in capturing rainwater, installing linked water 
butts fed from a specially built structure (you can see a 
photo of their installation on the previous page). 
 

 
View of High Common Site 

Peter Fox, the Association’s representative on this site, 
championed the rainwater capture initiative. Peter is 
happy to share his knowledge and construction know-
how with other growers.  You can contact him by 
emailing  psOce@yahoo.co.uk 
It is, also, good to know that High Common plot-holders 
are part of the CropDrop scheme so a big thank you to 
them. 
The High Common site was the subject of an 
archaeological survey in 2022 that revealed a long 
history of agricultural activity and human occupation 
dating back to the Bronze Age.  If you are interested, you 
can read more about the history of this allotment site 
here. 
 
 

Photos and Artwork 
celebrating the beauty of our 

allotments 
Members on the Monksdale site 
came up with the great idea of asking 
for entries for a community art 
exhibition celebrating our beautiful 
allotments.  The results were 
impressive and attracted plenty of 
interest at the Twerton Flower Show 
and Family Fun Day. The artwork will 
be displayed again when Monksdale 
Allotments opens its gates to visitors 
as part of our Allotments Trail Event 
on Sunday 16th August and there will 
a social event from 3.30 – 4.30 p.m. 
Why not go along and take a look at 
the first ever Monksdale Community  
Art Exhibition 
 

 
 

One of the displays of allotment-themed 
art at the Twerton Flower Show 

mailto:psffce@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.bacas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/High-Common-Report-final.pdf


 
 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Recent Events and Activities 
The Mikron Theatre group were back on Saturday 18th July 
with their latest production, Wensleydale Whey – a tale of 
disagreements, monks but mainly cheese. This annual 
event used to be held on Bloomfield Allotment site but, 
because of the vagaries of the weather and a reduction in 
the open space available on the Bloomfield site, this year’s 
performance was held in Beechen CliO Methodist church. 
The multi-talented group of four treated us to some 
excellent music, singing and acting but, above all, they 
made us smile.  
 

 
 

Mikron perform Wensleydale Whey 

Joint Social Event with Bath Organic Group 25th 
July 

Members of the Association joined with Bath Organic 
Group for a fun, social event. As always, there was lots of 
delicious food and drink, much of which featured 
allotment grown ingredients. The earth oven was fired up 
to produce perfect pizzas and there was plenty of sociable 
chit chat with fellow growers including some of our new 
‘micro-plotters’. Overall, a very pleasant way to spend a 
few hours on a summer’s day in a lovely, green setting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Twerton Flower Show and 
Family Fun Day 

 
There were some great entries in 
the ‘Mini Allotment’ category of 
this year’s show.  The winning 
entry (see photo below) was not 
only a unanimous favourite in its 
category but also picked up the 
judges’ prize and the people’s 
prize! 
 

 
 

Many congratulations to the 
winner Lydia Doel 

 

 Our joint social event with Bath Organic 
Group  


